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Victory Everlasting Gospel 

Free Seventh-day Adventist Church
The title of today’s sermon is: 

 “The Scriptures”
Let us pray …

It has often been said that when we pray, we are talking to God, but when we are reading His word, He is talking to us. The study of the Scriptures is the means divinely ordained to bring men into closer connection with their Creator and to give them a clearer knowledge of His will. It is the medium of communication between God and man.

I believe that when we choose to watch most unprofitable commercial television programming and sporting events, Satan is talking to us. Why do I say that? It is impossible to focus your thoughts on things pertaining to God, while your thoughts are focused on things pertaining to the world.

We have read 1 John 2:15 many times. I believe that we somehow do not believe that this applies to us. Why do I say that? Well, let’s read it and see, “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.” So let me ask you this, “Is the NFL and the superbowl or the NBA and the world series of God, or is it of the world? If it is of the world, than why do we love it? We must love what the world has for us, because we plug ourselves into it. Does God really mean, “If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him?” These are almost overpowering temptations that cause many professed Seventh-day Adventists to sacrifice many hours to their TV idol. Modern idolatry which receives too much time and attention.

If we could see these activities as heaven sees them, we would be repulsed by them instead of infatuated by them. We are in effect committing spiritual adultery and for that reason God had His prophet write, “If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him?” Some of us, perhaps most of us here are guilty, but what are we going to do about it? It’s as if we are saying, “Almost all that the Lord has said we will do.”


In centuries past, when people had very little in the way of material things, there was a deep hunger for the Word of God, especially when your life was in mortal danger for possession of the scriptures.


For much of the time of the reign of the antichrist power in Rome, few ever had access to the scriptures. It was truly an era of spiritual darkness and was appropriately called the dark ages. 


In every age there were witnesses for God, men who cherished faith in Christ as the only mediator between God and man, who held the Bible as the only rule of life, and who hallowed the true Sabbath.


I think especially of the Waldenses  who were branded as heretics, their motives impugned, their characters maligned, their writings suppressed, misrepresented, or mutilated. Yet they stood firm, and from age to age maintaining their faith in its purity, as a sacred heritage for the generations to come.  

 
The faith which for centuries was held and taught by the Waldensian Christians was in marked contrast to the false doctrines put forth from Rome. The Waldenses were among the first of the peoples of Europe to obtain a translation of the Holy Scriptures. Hundreds of years before the Reformation they possessed the Bible in manuscript in their native tongue. How often they risked their lives to bring these scriptures to the common people in the cities.

In the fourteenth century arose in England the "morning star of the Reformation;" John Wycliffe. He was the herald of reform, not for England alone, but for all Christendom. The great protest against Rome, which it was permitted him to utter, was never to be silenced. That protest opened the struggle which was to result in the emancipation of individuals, of churches, and of nations.  

As a professor of theology at Oxford, Wycliffe preached the word of God in the halls of the university. So faithfully did he present the truth to the students under his instruction, that he received the title of "the gospel doctor." But the greatest work of his life was to be the translation of the Scriptures into the English language.


The 16th century reformation saw the likes of John Huss and Jerome who taught the scriptures in defiance of Rome and were both burned at the stake for their faith.

As a young Roman Catholic priest, Martin Luther found the scriptures and became a passionate defender of the faith born of the Holy Writ. Those precious scriptures  caused his ultimate separation from Rome. He firmly declared that Christians should receive no other doctrines than those which rest on the authority of the Sacred Scriptures.
About schools of higher learning, Luther wrote this, “I am much afraid that the universities will prove to be the great gates of hell, unless they diligently labor in explaining the Holy Scriptures, and engraving them in the hearts of youth.” It is true today!
The Swiss reformer Ulric Zwingli said, "The Scriptures, come from God, not from man, and even that God who enlightens will give thee to understand that the speech comes from God.” He also said this, “When . . . I began to give myself wholly up to the Holy Scriptures, philosophy and theology would always keep suggesting quarrels to me. At last I came to this, that I thought, `Thou must let all that lie, and learn the meaning of God purely out of His own simple word.' Then I began to ask God for His light, and the Scriptures began to be much easier to me.”

Great reformers of the past have found comfort in the truths of the scriptures, but in so doing they would usually find much opposition from the ones who were either in ignorance of the scriptures, or they were just plain comfortable with the false teachings.


Satan is constantly seeking to deceive men and lead them to call sin righteousness, and righteousness sin. We live in an age of political correctness that has caused many to fear opposing wrong. Isaiah said this in chapter 5:20 “Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!”  But how successful has Satan been in his work! How often censure and reproach are cast upon God's faithful servants because they will stand fearlessly in defense of the truth!


Counterfeit holiness, spurious sanctification, is still doing its work of deception. Under various forms it exhibits the same spirit as in the days of Luther, diverting minds from the Scriptures and leading men to follow their own feelings and impressions rather than to yield obedience to the law and word of God.


Satan's manner of working against God and His word has not changed; he is still as much opposed to the Scriptures being made the guide of life as in the sixteenth century. In our time there is a wide departure from their doctrines and precepts, and there is need of a return to the great Protestant principle--the Bible, and the Bible only, as the rule of faith and duty.

The Spirit of Prophecy says, this in GC 593.1’ “Satan employs every possible device to prevent men from obtaining a knowledge of the Bible; for its plain utterances reveal his deceptions ... He is now putting forth his utmost efforts for a final struggle against Christ and His followers. The last great delusion is soon to open before us. Antichrist is to perform his marvelous works in our sight. So closely will the counterfeit resemble the true that it will be impossible to distinguish between them except by the Holy Scriptures. By their testimony every statement and every miracle must be tested.”  {GC 593.1} I want to read that last part again, “So closely will the counterfeit resemble the true that it will be impossible to distinguish between them except by the Holy Scriptures.”

Continuing, “Those who endeavor to obey all the commandments of God will be opposed and derided. They can stand only in God. In order to endure the trial before them, they must understand the will of God as revealed in his Word; they can honor him only as they have a right conception of his character, government, and purposes, and act in accordance with them. None but those who have fortified the mind with the truths of the Bible will stand through the last great conflict. To every soul will come the searching test, Shall I obey God rather than men? The decisive hour is even now at hand. Are our feet planted on the rock of God's immutable Word? Are we prepared to stand firm in defense of the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus?”  {GC88 593.2}.
We need to ask ourselves, “Are our feet planted on the rock of God's immutable word?”
Most of Christendom have turned away their ears from hearing the truth and are turned unto fables. The apostle Paul declared, looking down to the last days: "The time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine." 2 Timothy 4:3. That time has indeed fully come.

But God will have a people upon the earth to maintain the Bible, and the Bible only, as the standard of all doctrines and the basis of all reforms.

Before accepting any doctrine or precept, we should always demand a plain "Thus saith the Lord" in its support.  When someone says to you, the Bible says such and such. Ask them to give you book, chapter and verse, as often what they say the Bible says, the Bible is really silent.
Satan is constantly endeavoring to attract attention to man in the place of God. He leads the people to look to bishops, to pastors, to professors of theology, as their guides, instead of searching the Scriptures to learn their duty for themselves. Then, by Satan controlling the minds of these leaders, he can influence their congregations according to his will.

In Matthew 15:14 Jesus placed on record as an admonition to future generations, instruction as to what we are to do with such leaders, He said, “Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.”
The Bible is full of warnings against false teachers, and sadly, many are ready thus to commit the keeping of their souls to the clergy. There are today thousands of professors of religion who can give no other reason for points of faith which they hold than that they were so instructed by their professors and religious leaders.
How can anyone trust their souls to their guidance unless we know from God's word that they are light bearers?
There are some who see that the truth for this time is plainly brought to view in the Bible; and they feel the power of the Holy Spirit attending its proclamation; yet they allow the opposition of the clergy to turn them from the light. Though reason and conscience are convinced, these deluded souls dare not think differently from the minister; and their individual judgment, their eternal interests, are sacrificed to the unbelief, the pride and prejudice, of another. 
Proverbs 16:25, "There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death." Ignorance is no excuse for error or sin, when there is every opportunity to know the will of God.
God has given us His word that we may become acquainted with its teachings and know for ourselves what He requires of us. In Luke 10:25, when the lawyer came to Jesus with the inquiry, "What shall I do to inherit eternal life?" In verse 26 the Saviour referred him to the Scriptures, saying: "What is written in the law? how readest thou?" Ignorance will not excuse young or old, nor release them from the punishment due for the transgression of God's law; because there is in their hands a faithful presentation of that law and of its principles and claims. 

It is not enough to have good intentions; it is not enough to do what a man thinks is right or what the minister tells him is right. His soul's salvation is at stake, and he should search the Scriptures for himself.

God addresses both lay people and ministers in Hosea 4:6 when He says, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.”
The Testimony of Jesus in GC 598.2 tells us, “It is the first and highest duty of every rational being to learn from the Scriptures what is truth, and then to walk in the light and encourage others to follow his example. We should day by day study the Bible diligently, weighing every thought and comparing scripture with scripture. With divine help we are to form our opinions for ourselves as we are to answer for ourselves before God.”  {GC 598.2}

Some people who get all kinds of degrees in religious training often become educated cripples. To such a class Jesus declared: "Ye know not the Scriptures, neither the power of God." Mark 12:24.
The language of the Bible should be explained according to its obvious meaning, unless prophetic symbolism is employed. Christ has given the promise: "If any man will do His will, he shall know of the doctrine." John 7:17.
We should engage in the study of the Bible with a prayerful dependence upon God and a sincere desire to learn His will. We must come with a humble and teachable spirit to obtain knowledge from the great I AM.
One reason why many theologians have no clearer understanding of God's word is, they close both their eyes and ears to truths which they do not wish to practice; as understanding of Bible truth depends not so much on the power of intellect brought to the search as on the singleness of purpose, the earnest longing after righteousness.  Sadly, many of these theologians put down the Law of God and in particular, the Sabbath commandment. They do not want to hear what Sabbath-keepers have to say about the law. Proverbs 28:9 states clearly, “He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination.”
Never should we open the Bible for study without prayer for the Holy Spirit’s leading us into understanding.
We should make the psalmist's petition our own: "Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of Thy law." Psalm 119:18.

Jesus promised His disciples: "The Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in My name, He shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you." John 14:26.

And so when temptations come the tempted one can remember God's promises and meet Satan with the Scripture weapons. The Spirit in time of great necessity will bring to their remembrance the very truths which are needed. Isaiah 59:19  says "… when the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against him." 
But the teachings of Christ must previously have been stored in the mind in order for the Spirit of God to bring them to our remembrance in the time of peril. "Thy word have I hid in mine heart," said David, "that I might not sin against Thee." Psalm 119:11.

We are living in the most solemn period of this world's history. The destiny of earth's billions is about to be decided. Our own future well-being and also the salvation of other souls depend upon the course which we now pursue. We need to be guided by the Spirit of truth. Every follower of Christ should earnestly inquire: "Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?" We need to humble ourselves before the Lord, with fasting and prayer, and to meditate much upon His word, as we are on Satan's enchanted ground.
With those who have slighted God's mercy and abused His grace, the heart of long-suffering love yet pleads. "Wherefore He saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light. See then that ye walk circumspectly, . . . redeeming the time, because the days are evil." Ephesians 5:14-16.
I read this quote two weeks ago, but it is so good I want to repeat it today, GC 602.1 “When the testing time shall come, those who have made God's word their rule of life will be revealed.   In summer there is no noticeable difference between evergreens and other trees; but when the blasts of winter come, the evergreens remain unchanged, while other trees are stripped of their foliage. So the falsehearted professor may not now be distinguished from the real Christian, but the time is just upon us when the difference will be apparent. Let opposition arise, let bigotry and intolerance again bear sway, let persecution be kindled, and the halfhearted and hypocritical will waver and yield the faith; but the true Christian will stand firm as a rock, his faith stronger, his hope brighter, than in days of prosperity.”  {GC 602.1}

Says the psalmist: "Thy testimonies are my meditation." Psalm 119:99 and "Through Thy precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate every false way." Psalm 119:104.
"Happy is the man that findeth wisdom." Proverbs 3:13.

 Jeremiah 17:8, "He shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit." 
When a man or woman fails to eat physical food for a long period of time, he or she becomes emaciated and the muscles atrophy.

When a man or woman fails to feed daily on God’s Word, spiritual emaciation sets in and eternal interests are seriously jeopardized.

The scriptures are both a great comfort and they are our God-given safeguard; may we never neglect our daily study of God’s Word.
Let us pray …
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